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11+ INTERVIEW PREPARATION

FIGTREE TRAINING, 13th October, 2020


BASIC TIPS FOR YOUR TUTEE:

- Browse through the school’s website until you know all about the school.

- Always maintain eye contact. If you have two interviewers, just look at the one who asked the question. 

- Be concise. Answer the question and back it up with a reason.

- Take a look at this link for some more tips on interviews for this age group: https://www.figtreelearning.com/future-hold-world-without-11-plus/


PRACTICE CANDIDATE’S COMPORTMENT AT THE START OF AN INTERVIEW:

- Give a firm handshake, always maintaining eye contact.
(open for group discussion: creative ways to practice comportment if lesson is online)

- Introduce yourself and smile.

- If they ask: “How are you?” Respond by saying: “Very well, thank you, and you?”

- Engage with your interviewer actively. 


PRACTICE QUESTIONS:
Real answers from a Figtree tutee
Figtree Learning top tips

- How did you find the test? 
It was difficult, but I was prepared.

- What do you like about your current school?
Diversity of activities, teachers, friends, general atmosphere.

Always be positive about your current school. 

- What extra-curricular activities are you involved in?

- Why do you want to join X school?
Arts facilities, science labs etc

- What is your favourite subject and why? 
Science because are always learning something new.

- What is your least favourite subject and why?
I am not very good at French, but I think I have a good accent and would like speak better.
Always keep a positive spin. 

- Have you applied to other schools. If so, which ones?

Be honest. 


- Where in the world would you really like to visit and why?
I know it’s not our world, but I would love to visit the moon because I think being weightless is awesome or Europa because there is ice on it which means there could be life.

- What is your favourite sport? What sport do you play?

- Do you play any musical instruments?

- What do you want to be when you are older and why?
Scientist or Researcher – do things people haven’t done before and learn things other people haven’t learnt before. 

- If you could meet any person in the world, dead or alive, who would it be?
Albert Einstein so I could know what his last words were – no one knows. I would also like to know where Amilia Earhart disappeared.

- If you could be a fly on a wall, where would you like to be?
Secret service meeting about aliens.

- If you found out tomorrow God doesn’t exist, how would that make you feel?
Sort of depressed because that means millions of people died for no reason.

- If there is one thing that you would really love to learn more about, what would it be and why?
Teleportation – coolest invention – time travel.

- What is the point of going to school?
So, you can learn things and make friends.

- Tell us about your happiest / saddest moment.
Happiest: When my mum told me, we were moving back to London from Dubai.
Saddest: When I had scarlet fever.

- Tell us about a time when you were disappointed or embarrassed.
Disappointed: When I found out my favourite teacher was retiring, but I still keep in contact by writing her cards.
Embarrassed: Every time my mum whistles instead of simply clapping.

- Do you think it is important to study history and why?
Yes, so we don’t make the same mistakes.

- Who do you look up to and why?
Alex Honnold - climbed El Capitan in California = he went free solo, that means without a rope.

- If you found a million pounds, what would you do with it?
I kind of want to say I would give it to charity. But in reality, I would keep ¾ because it’s my million pounds (buy a school, restaurant or hotel – something involving having customers, pupils being customers), £150,000 to family and friends, £50,000 to charity. Rest (£50,000) in a bank.

- Talk about a current event and why you find it interesting.
Relationship between America and Russia – that they are at each other’s throats, have always been so since the Cold War.

- What is your favourite book and why? 
A lot of books, but the Hobbit – fast paced, detailed back story line and a good film, which has been adapted quite well.

Even if your tutee does not like reading, there is something they will enjoy.

- What is the last book you have read? 

Make sure there is a book they have last read and that it is not the same book as the one used for the answer before.

- If you could solve any problem in the world, what would it be?
Tension between Russia and America because it’s very dangerous and Europe is the middle of it.

- What is the biggest problem the world is facing right now?

- If you could change one thing at your school, what would it be?
No use of plastic cups.

- How did you spend your lockdown?

- Do you think the government has done a good job handling the Covid-19 crisis?

- Mention awards where appropriate.

Slip these in subtly during the interview. Ask your tutee about these. 

- Have you been tutored?

This is the only tricky question, and the answer has to be: “I practiced for this test using XXX resources (Bond books, atom learning etc…) and my parents helped me. 

AT THE END OF THE INTERVIEW:

- If the interviewer asks: “Do you have any questions?” you could ask:
Always ask a question
What do you expect of an XXX student? 
What do you do at the school?
Why do you think I should come to this school? 
Why do you think this school is good?

- If the interviewer does not ask you if you have any questions, make sure you say: “May I ask you a question please?”



*MOST IMPORTANTLY: Be yourself, truthful, engaging and positive.*




1

image1.jpeg
higtree.




image2.jpeg




